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induction from tlio history of living species
for six thousand years.   Let us accept the
unifomiitarian hypothesis, and extend the geo-
logical changes in the way proposed by its
advocates,  over  millions, and  perhaps   even
billions, of years, and throw back the origin
.of man some fifty or hundred thousand years
before historical time, and the place of Adam
in the "Hebrew cosmogony."   Indeed, long
ages might well be needed for self-transform-
ing " Simiadaa of the old world" to lose all
traces of their bestial parentage, and assume
the   human face divine.    When  these vast
admissions have been made to meet tne wants
of this new theory, what results will follow ?
The one semblance of a definite principle in
the hypothesis so explained is, that the birth
of a new species by natural   selection   and
animal ambition is a slow and painful work,
and that the period of its gestation usually
exceeds, and greatly exceeds, the known ex-
tent of human history.   The known species of
vertebrates only are at least twenty thousand,
while those of insects have been roughly esti-
mated at half a Bullion.    The period of the
slow and gradual   development of this im-
mense variety, by insensible evolution, must
surely reach very far back, to the borders at